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VIA GUAY CHANNEL 


December 5, 1972 
FLASH 

TO: COLONEL GUAY 

FROM: COLONEL KENNEDY 

TO: GENERAL HAIG 

FOR: MR. KISSINGER 


Ambassador Dobrynin called and asked me to come to see him tonight. 
He gave me the attached note, asked that I read it and then he would 
answer any questions and would have some things he wished to say. 
Having read the note which seemed stiff, I asked if it was to be 

interpreted as saying that his government oould not look with favor 
on any substantive changes in the draft. 

Ambassador Dobrynin then explained at some length all the points 
made m the first paragraph of the note. He said that as Mr. Kissinger 
had requested he did not inform his government about all the detailed 
changes which the U.S. side might have in mind. He did mention 
specifically the four points which you had discussed with him. He 
said that he had made it clear that there were three categories of 
changes; the first category which was the four points, the second 
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group which were possibly of some significance but less major, and 
a third category which were essentially editing changes. He said that 
they did not discuss with the North Vietnamese either the details of 
the changes or in any way how these might be discussed. 


He said that as to the question of substance, his government did 
not know all of the positions of the U.S. side and that, therefore,/ 


was 
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not able to judge fully whether questions of substance were involved 
or not u This was so because the totality of many changes relating 
to a point which might occur at various places throughout the draft 
might have the effect of making more substantive a given position. 

Moscow did not know all of the detailed changes as they appeared through- 
out the draft. In that context he said that if issues are really substanLiye , 
then he believes it will be difficult but if they are not he believes it \ 

will not be difficult. He thought that so long as changes were within the 
framework of the October agreement which was a balanced one, they 
would be alright. He was not sure precisely in how much detail you 

J 

had presented the changes you had discussed and this made a diffexanne / 
as to how they were perceived. 

He repeated on three occasions that "we were in touch and we are now 
in touch with the North Vietnamese. " He said that Moscow feels the 
North Vietnamese do want to end the war and that their acceptance 
of changes in October while you were in Saigon, which came as a surprise 
to Moscow, made this feeling even stronger. He also emphasized the 
point made in the note that Moscow wants the war ended because this 
affected relations between us. 
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He mentioned twice that he thought it would be well not to be impatient 
and closed by saying that it would be well to have another meeting to 
hear what the other side really had in mind. I noted that you were 
meeting on Wednesday and he said that he knew this, but perhaps 
even another meeting would be useful and asked what another day in 
Paris would matter after so long and difficult a negotiation. He picked 
up a crystal ash tray and said it would be a shame to break a delicate 


piece of glass like this. ^ 

It was at this point he for the last time mentioned in precisely the 
same words "we were in touch and we are ££* in touch with the 
North Vietnamese" and asked that I be sure to tell you this. 


He conveyed his regards to you. 


Warm regards. 
Attachment 
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